
WO-172 Date 
Building Name: Food Rite 
Public/Private Access 

Desription 

Food Rite is located on the north western corner of the inter
section of Commerce and N. Main Streets adjacent to the south 
building of the Berlin Hardware Company. It is a 2-story, rectan
gular red brick building with double occupancy on the commercial 
level, both being used by Food Rite. Plate glass and wood win
dows with 3 lite transoms are on the first floor and regular 2/2 
windows on the second floor. Rows of headers form segmental arches 
over the second story windows. Hooded ventilators are set above 
each upper window. A string course of projecting stretchers bands 
the building at the middle of the upper story windows. 

A cornice of corbelled brick supports headers set on end in 
a saw tooth pattern and conceals the roof. A wooden bracketed 
modillion cornice with frieze and dog tooth motif like that of 
the Treasure Chest and Williams and Shockley Offices exists above 
the commercial level of the building. A corrugated metal awning 
is suspended from the wooden cornice out over the sidewalk. The 
building is presently in good condition. 
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DESCRIPTION WO-172 

EXCELLENT 

GOOD 

FAIR 

CONDITION 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE 

—ALTERED —MOVED DATE. 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Food Rite is located on the north western corner of the inter

section of Commerce and N. Main Streets adjacent to the south build

ing of the Berlin Hardware Company. It is a 2-story, rectangular red 

brick building with double occupancy on the commercial level, both 

being used by Food Rite. Plate glass and wood windows with 3 lite tran

soms are on the first floor and regular 2/2 windows on the second floor. 

Rows of headers form segmental arches over the second story windows. 

Hooded ventilators are set above each upper window. A string course 

of projecting stretchers bands the building at the middle of the upper 

story windows. 

A cornice of corbelled brick supports headers set on end in a 

saw tooth pattern and conceals the roof. A wooden bracketed modillion 

cornice with frieze and dog tooth motif like that of the Treasure Chest 

and Williams and Shockley Offices exists above the commercial level of 

the building. A corrugated metal awning is suspended from the wooden 

cornice out over the sidewalk. The building is presently in good 

condition. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This building, occupied by the Food Rite Store, contributes 

by its integrity to the essential character of the commercial 

district. Similar in scale and decoration to the core build

ings of the district, it retains its original design quality 

and is an integral component of the streetscape. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY less than one 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Site 172 on survey map. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Kenneth T. Pribanic, Consultant August 1979 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Mayor and C o u n c i l 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

10 W i l l i a m s S t r e e t 301-6^1-2770 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

B e r l i n MD 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 



WO-172 

5-30-78 FWH 625/144 conveyed to Berlin Hardware Company, Inc. from 

Howard W. Purnell & Elizabeth W. Purnell 

5-28-36 BB 30/105 conveyed to Howard W. Purnell & Roland J. Purnell 

from William R. & Annie M. Purnell 

Lots comprised of portions of land: 

(1) 12-26-12 ODC 13/23/24 conveyed to William R. Purnell from J. 

Annie Powell 

4-27-12 conveyed to J. Annie Powell from John A. & M. Elizabeth 

Brittingham, et al 

(2) 3-12-1897 FHP 9/339/340 conveyed to William R. Purnell f̂ >m 

James B. Pitts 

1859 GTB 3/286/287 conveyed to James B. Pitts from father 

Hillary R. Pitts , . 

(3) 1-24-1896 FHP 7/232 conveyed to William R. Purnell from Edwin Z. 

' Purnell. ^ ,' 

8-1-1891 FHP 1/649 conveyed to Edwin Z. Purnell from James 

B. Pitts. 



BERLIN COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 

wo # 172 
Bui ld ing Food Rite 

Address 102 N. Main S t . 



WO-172 
Food Rite 
102 N. Main Street (MD 818), Berlin 
Worcester County Tax Map 300, P. 1251 



WO-172 
Food Rite 
102 N. Main St. 
Berlin 
Berlin Quad. 
Worcester County 





Food Rite 102 N. Main 
Berlin Commercial Dist/! 
Berlin, MD 
Kenneth T. Pribanic 
August 1979 
MD Hist. Trust 
Looking NW 
Photo 62, Bldg46 


